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DETAILED TOUR REPORT OF DR. J.S. SAMRA, CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

AND DR. K.D. SHARMA, TECHNICAL EXPERT (WATER MANAGEMENT), 

NATIONAL RAINFED AREA AUTHORITY, PLANNING COMMISSION, NEW DELHI 

FOR VISIT TO  LALITPUR , JALAUN AND HAMIRPUR  DISTRICTS OF 

BUNDELKHA ND REGION OF UTTAR PRADESH DURING 23ï28 AUGUST 2011 

 

 

The above said visit comprised of field inspections and site verification of works/activities, 

interaction with the officers of line departments in the field, meetings with farmers and other 

beneficiaries, and review meetings with the District Magistrates, and officers of line departments 

who are implementing the Bundelkhand Package.  A detailed report of the visit is as follows: 

1. Environment and Forests 

During this trip the team inspected 8 earthen and masonry check dams and Bandhies constructed 

on ephemeral nallas by the Forest Department for rainwater harvesting in Pawa, Chorsil, Atta, 

and Manjhupur Forest Blocks in the above districts (Plate 1). These are impressive structures 

constructed @ Rs. 4 to 6 lakh each. Water is retained behind these structures in the nalla bed for 

about 1 to 1.5 km upstream thereby recharging the ground water in the dug-wells by 1.5 to 7.0 m 

in adjoining agricultural fields, as confirmed by the farmers. Appreciable soil and water 

conservation works such as staggered contour trenching, gully plugs, small water storage tanks, 

bunding and plantation have also been done in these forest areas which will minimize soil 

erosion and siltation in the water impounding area behind the structures and other storages. 

These works were executed during the last two years of 2010-11 and 2011-12. 

In order to safeguard the earthen check dams, stone pitching on the upstream side of bunds, 

provision of masonry spillways, escape provisions for surplus water and plantation of grasses 

and shrubs on the bunds were suggested.  
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The Forest Department has utilized 85 to 100 % funds released in different districts. Looking to 

the satisfactory progress of work, high work quality and associated benefits such as enhanced 

ground water recharge in the adjoining areas, the activities under forest sector required to be 

strengthened/increased by providing additional funds through re-appropriation within the 

allocated funds under the Bundelkhand Package.   

2. Water Resources 

2.1 Restoring Capacities of Canals, Repairs and Renovation. At a number of places, canal 

sections were found distorted/constricted due to the presence of boulders, left-over rocks and 

other obstructions such as growth of vegetation, siltation, etc. (Plate 2) resulting in conveyance 

of less discharge than the designed capacity and shortage of water at the tail ends.  

Restoring designed sections of miners and distributaries, and selective cement-concrete lining 

(7.5 cm thickness) in critical canal sections/reaches is under progress (Plate 3). About 60 to 70 % 

work has been completed. Based upon the site conditions, type of soil and lead involved for  

Plate 1. Earthen check dam constructed by the Forest Department at Manjhupur Block, Hamirpur 

RangeRangeHamirpurhitrakoot 
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   Plate3. Cement-concrete Lining of Kadsara Distributary in Lalitpur district 

Plate 2. Constricted/distorted canal section due to obstructions in Lalitpur 

district 

Plate 3. Constricted/distorted canal section due to obstructions in Lalitpur 

district 

Plate 3. Constricted/distorted canal section due to obstructions in Lalitpur 

district 

 


