Proposal for conducting studies for better management of forest lands in an
integrated manner to ensure holistic development of the natural resources in
the Rainfed Areas of the country

Introduction: NRAA has been created to harness and harmonise tremendous
productive potentials of the rainfed areas by converting weaknesses into
strengths and threats into opportunities by appropriate policies, programmes,
professionalism, capacity building, monitoring and evaluation. By following this
path the productivity of agriculture and allied sectors activities and thus the
livelihood opportunities can be increased manifold and help in reduction of
poverty. The overall economic growth would become inclusive and would help
in increasing the purchasing powers of people in rural and tribal areas.

For food and water security in Indian conditions it is essential that the
integrated management of the entire landscape is ensured. This includes
adopting watershed management approach from ridge to valley and comprises
of treating the forest and non-forestlands simultaneously. Unfortunately, in
India due to administrative and legal reasons there is lack of synergy in action
in simultaneously treating the forests and non-forestlands leading to half
hearted, fragmented and isolated attempts in treating these lands which leads
to degradation of land and water resources.

The working group of Planning Commission on Natural resources Management
for 11™ Five Year Plan had observed that the forests are the natural resource
infrastructure for agriculture/primary production/ rural economic growth. The
group in their report in Para 2.5.24 stated “Considering that integration of the
land based activities of Agriculture, Animal Husbandry, Rural Development
and Forests is essential for holistic and effective natural resource planning
and development, it is suggested that the National Rainfed Area Authority
may coordinate and monitor the efforts. It may also take up the task of
formulating a grazing and fodder policy for addressing the problem of
unregulated grazing in forests leading to damage to regeneration and

degradation.” The group further recommended that the National Rainfed

Area Authority (NRAA) should find ways to solve the problem of treatment of
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